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Course Correction
James 4:7-10

©Pastor Bruce Guckelberg, PhD, January 25, 2026

James was having some problems in his churches: they
fighting with each other, their prayer lives were a mess,
they were having affairs with the world and to top it off
they were arrogant. In today’s passage, James gives them
the solution to their spiritual problems - repent!

#1. REPENTANCE REQUIRES
A. Submission eliminates rebellion / worldliness
B. Submission was exemplified by Jesus, Heb 5:7
C. Submission deepens our experience with God
D. Submission gives us freedom from sin

#2. REPENTANCE REQUIRES
THE DEVIL, v.7
A. Resist the Devil’s temptations
B. Resistance leads to the Devil’s retreat
C. Resistance is a daily initiative, Eph 6:10-12
D. Resistance leads to renouncing

AGAINST

#3. REPENTANCE REQUIRES AN INTENSE DESIRE TO BE
IN , V.8
A. Come near to God, Heb 10:22
B. God will in turn come near to you
C. Coming into the presence is the essence of worship

#4. REPENTANCE REQUIRES
v. 8b
A. Wash your hands you sinners — external behavior
B. Purify your hearts you double-minded - internal life
C. Confess & renounce your sinfulness, 1 John 1:9

YOUR ACT,

TO GOD, v. 7

5. REPENTANCE REQUIRES
SINFULNESS, vv. 9-10
A. Grieve, mourn, & wail over your sin, v. 9 (2 Cor 7:10)
B. Change laughter to mourning, v. 9
C. Change your joy to gloom, v. 9
D. Stay humble before the Lord, v. 10
E. God will lift you up, v. 10
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Need Prayer?

If there is an emergency, hospital visits, or
funerals. Chaplain Dennis is at our service to
bring care, comfort, prayer, and support. He

can be reached at (916) 333-0447.

Prayer Requests Can be Submitted online at
HillcrestRoseville.com/prayer

ANSWERS: Surrendering, Standing Fast, God’s
Presence, Cleaning Up, Sorrow.



